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Seeds of innovation 
hatan encouraging deve!- Q11feshf~as a soptisticated · un-
opment. ii University · of derstanding of _how ne,n-me.diatech-
. Nebraska at Omaha pro- nologies _open.up economic oppor-
fessor describes .. h1 · a · Midlands . t_unities crµcial to alleviating pover-
Voices essay today. UNO, she ex- · ty; The UNO professor intensively 
plains, is working with small-busi- stµdies technology/economic devel-
ness owners in north Omaha to · opment projects in both developed 
improve ·their computer and tele- nations as well as in low-income 
communications skills. cotiritries. 
As noted by Sajda Qureshi, \in as- Her work here in theMidlanils and 
sociate professor in UNO's College overseas reinforces lier central the-
ofinformation Science and Technol- sis about the high value or the links 
ogy, theprojecthasbenefitedavari- lietween telecommunications· skills 
ety of "microenterprises''.in.north andeconoinicdevefopqient . 
Omaha. Among the different types . This north Omalla initiative re-
of businesses helped: a delicatessen, fleets well on the University of Ne-
tutoring services, a massage thera- braska as a whole and illustrates the 
pist, a cake decorator, a pet groom- type of innovative, forward-looking 
er, a modeling agency and a house approaches Omallaneeds in addres-
for inmates re-entering society. sing its poverty challenges. 
